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Not in Our Name! 

Massage Therapists Against Sex Trafficking

Pooling Resources for an Important Cause

Dear (Agent of Law Enforcement/Alderman/Mayor/Governor/State Representative/Congressman):

My name is __________, and I am a licensed/certified massage therapist with    (name of business)  .
The Situation
As you may know, national awareness of the commercial sex trafficking industry is on the rise. This is a crucial shift that will liberate so many children and young adults from modern-day slavery. These illicit operations frequently use terminology from the massage profession in their advertising to disguise their activities. As a community, we massage therapists find this unacceptable, just as impersonating an officer of the law to commit crimes would be unacceptable to you. To counter this affront, and because it’s the right thing to do, we wish to assist you in your efforts to combat this heinous industry.
Collaboration
Please see the attached list of operations I found online promoting illegal activities in our area, some under the guise of massage therapy. In addition to serving as covers for felonious sex trafficking, operations like these create confusion that undermines the integrity of my profession and threatens my safety. 
Massage and other bodywork modalities are studied and practiced by professional individuals and sought out by the general public to improve overall health and wellbeing and do not include sexual activity of any kind. There is no such thing as illicit, erotic or sensual massage in our industry. There is wonderful, nurturing and beneficial massage practiced in hospitals, rehab facilities, retirement homes, spas and private practices, and then there are people conducting criminal activity in our name, posing as massage therapists and massage establishments. 

As a licensed/certified massage professional, I do not wish to be sought out by predators looking for activities offered in the advertisements of these criminals.

I understand that your exposure to my industry may be limited to misinformation circulated by criminals and their illegal activities you encounter on the job. Here are some tips to help you differentiate legitimate businesses from sex trafficking operations without leaving your desk.
	Massage and Bodywork

	Criminal Activity Posing as Massage

	
	

	Advertise by listing modality types such as sports massage, lymphatic drainage, reflexology and shiatsu, and their corresponding health benefits.
	Advertise using victim’s physical characteristics such as age, nationality and manner of dress. Also use words like “sensual” and “erotic”. 

	Advertise via legitimate channels such as individual websites, integrative healthcare collectives, brochures and on-site promotions.
	Advertise under Adult Services in local publications and sex-seeker sites such as: 

· Backpage.com

· USAsexguide.info

· Rubmaps.com

· Naughtyreviews.com

· Yelp.com

	Operate during day and evening hours, never between 10pm and 6am. 
	Offer all hours of operation. 

	
	


Beyond providing this information, how can we in the massage community support you in your efforts to investigate these operations, provide social services for anyone being exploited and prosecute those perpetuating and profiting from the exploitation?
Your partner in eradicating sex trafficking, 

(sign here)
(Phone number)

(Web site address)

p.s. If you have any questions about the certification requirements for massage therapists in your area, please contact NCBTMB at 630-627-8000. (another line?)
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